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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 4                       ENGLISH LITERATURE        MARKING SCHEME
                                       

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 
COMPREHENSIBLE.  

SECTION A – DRAMA                            (25 marks)

SECTION B – POETRY                                         (25 marks)

SECTION C – PROSE                 (25 marks)

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and 
for relevance.

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.  
 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers. 

21 - 25 marks
Excellent

 Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text 
 Content is detailed, relevant and accurate 
 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references
 Meaning is clear and accurate

16 - 20 marks
Very Good

 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text
 Content is generally detailed, relevant and accurate
 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references
 Meaning is generally clear and accurate

11 - 15 marks
Pass

 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text
 Some of the content is relevant
 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references
 Expression is satisfactory.  

6 - 10 marks
Weak

 Essay shows limited knowledge of text
 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate.
 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references
 Meaning is frequently not clear

1 – 5 marks
Very Poor

 Essay shows poor knowledge of text
 Content is too short and generally irrelevant
 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references
 Meaning is not clear

Track 3
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT 
Reward marks for answers that show understanding of the text.

1. Tick () the most appropriate answer.                                                                                                 
The poem is about 

    d. the importance of freedom.                                                                                        (1 mark)

2. Tick () the most appropriate answer.            
    The poet
    a. draws a contrast between the free bird and the trapped bird.                                   (1 mark)

       

3. Quote two verbs that describe the bird’s actions in stanza 1. (Accept any two.)                                                 

           ‘floats’     ‘leaps’   ‘dips’   ‘dares’                                                                           (1 mark)
         

4a. Quote a metaphor from stanza 1.     “A free bird leaps                                                (½ mark)
                                                                 on the back of the wind”                 
                                                                         
  b. Comment on the effect of this metaphor. 

The image of a free bird that can ride the wind like a horse helps to emphasise a sense of 
power and beauty. / The bird seems to ride on the wind showing energy / freedom / power.
                                                                                                                                      (1 mark)  

5. In stanza 1, the free bird, “dares to claim the sky.”                                                               
   a. What is this figure of speech called?  Personification                                                (½ mark)

   b. What does it tell us about the free bird?  The free bird is not afraid. / The free bird is 
powerful because it is free.                                                                                          (1 mark)                                                                         

6a. Quote the word in stanza 2 that indicates contrast.                 “but”                             (1 mark)
  b. Why is it important for the poet to point out that the caged bird’s “wings are clipped and           

/ his feet are tied”?                                                                                                                                       
        This emphasises the caged bird’s helplessness; it cannot go anywhere because others 

have taken away his wings and bound his feet.                                                          (1 mark)

7. The bird in the cage can hardly see “through/ his bars of rage”;
    a. What is this figure of speech called?   metaphor                                                        (1 mark)                                   
    b. What does it refer to?  The bars of his cage take his freedom away and make him feel 

helpless and angry.                                                                                                    (1 mark) 

8. By referring to stanza 3, describe the caged bird’s song in your own words.               
     Answers should make reference to two of the following points:   
 His song is full of fear. 
The song is about his desire to know new things that he has never experienced.
It is heard far away on the hills.
It is about freedom / liberty.
                                                                                                                                             (1 mark)
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9.  Why are the references to nature in stanza 4 important?

 In this stanza the beauty of nature seems to be there to serve the bird and provide him with 
whatever he wants. This emphasises the importance of freedom /  Nature – the breeze, the 
winds, the trees, the worms are all there for the free bird when he needs them./ The bird has 
the freedom to feel at one with nature.                                                                             (2 marks)

10. Why are some lines and stanzas repeated?
      Accept answers that give a plausible reason.
The repetition makes the poem sound like a sad song. / The repetition helps to emphasise the 
caged bird’s lack of freedom. / The repetition helps to make the poem sound more mournful 
as if it is mourning the death of freedom / dreams.                                                         (2 marks)

     

11. The tone of the poem often expresses the poet’s attitude or feelings about the subject.  
Underline the four words that best describe tone in this poem.

   ironical                                   fearful                              furious                             cheerful

                 mournful                           direct                             insulting                      shocked

calm                             playful                             humorous                                 regretful

                                                                                                                                            (2 marks)

12.  The attitude is at times one of despair yet there are also words of hope.  

a. Quote a line that indicates that there is a sense of hopelessness and despair:

     “grave of dreams”  / “his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream”

b. Quote a line that indicates a sense of hope.

      “and his tune is heard / on the distant hill” /  “for the caged bird / sings of freedom.” 

                                                                                                                                            (2 marks)

13.  By close reference to the poem, discuss the idea of freedom as it emerges in this poem.
                                                                                                                                            

Accept similar answers or points that are relevant and well sustained.

*The idea of freedom is conveyed mainly through the sharp contrast evident throughout the 
poem.

*The caged bird lacks freedom and is helpless -  with “clipped” wings.
*The effective image of the bird in “his bars of rage”.
* The caged bird still dreams of freedom even if it has never experienced it. 
* There is a sense that the free bird is powerful; this idea is conveyed through the imagery 

used;  examples include the image of a bird riding on the wind.
*The free bird is also able to imagine and to think of its destiny unlike the caged bird.
                                                                                                                                            (6 marks)


